A Senator sent the below question after reviewing the Language and Culture Certificate proposal:
Language and Culture Certificate for Grad Students Presenter
Why did you not provide as was requested in your application local, state and/or national labor market data as to the number of job openings and the wages offered for those jobs that students getting this minor degree might be eligible for?

Response

[bookmark: _GoBack]I have attached a revised version of our proposal with the added information required by the Senator. It includes the below revised paragraph.
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Labor Market Demand 
Provide local, state, and/or national labor market data that speak to the need for this program. Occupational demand, wage, and number of annual openings information may be found at sources such as Utah DWS Occupation Information Data Viewer (jobs.utah.gov/jsp/wi/utalmis/gotoOccinfo.do) and the Occupation Outlook Handbook (www.bls.gov/oco).
Utah is home to many private and public industries, businesses, and NGOs including the LDS Church, and several law and consulting firms where knowledge of a different language and culture is an important asset and often a requirement for better paid jobs. Indeed, knowing a foreign language has financial benefits. According to an article from 2014 in The Economist, speaking an additional language on average adds about 2% to earnings over the course of a lifetime: https://www.economist.com/prospero/2014/03/11/johnson-what-is-a-foreign-language-worth.
The Graduate Language and Culture Certificate is a valuable addition to any number of the University of Utah’s MA-degree programs, in particular to the MA-degrees in nursing and social work, in business and finance, in education, as well as in law and in the humanities. Herewith follows a selection of occupations in which fluency in an additional language and culture helps the professional better serve clients or patients and enhances his or her success in international business, international law or exchange relationships. The information below is from Utah Economic Data Viewer. 

-Nurse practitioner; median hourly income of $50.56 statewide, faster than average employment growth
-Healthcare social worker; median hourly income of $29.83 statewide, faster than average employment growth
-Museum curator; median hourly income of $25.86 statewide, average employment growth
-Meeting, convention, and event planners; median hourly income of $20.04 statewide, much faster than average employment growth
-Education administrator, postsecondary; median hourly income of $38. 33 statewide, faster than average employment growth
-Marketing Research Analyst/Specialists; median hourly income of $24.04 statewide, much faster than average employment growth
-Financial Managers; median hourly income of $47.57 statewide, average employment growth




Katharina Gerstenberger
Director of Graduate Studies
Professor of German
Department of World Languages & Cultures
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, UT 84112
Phone: 801-585-7908
Fax: 801-581-7581

