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GRADUATE ASSEMBLY

The following letter was sent to the University of Utah’s Academic Senate. Individuals wishing to show
their support for a Graduate Assembly at the U can add their names to the petition by clicking this link.
(http://gradschool.utah.edu/add-your-name-to-the-graduate-assembly-petition/)

Graduate Assembly Petition

Re: Petition for the formation of an ad hoc Academic Senate Committee to define University

policies for formation, management, and shared governance role of Graduate Assembly

We are writing you to petition the Academic Senate for the formation of an ad hoc committee to develop
University policies for the formation and management of a Graduate Assembly to bring graduate student

perspective into the shared governance of the University of Utah.

During the past year, the pressing need for a Graduate Assembly at the University of Utah has become
clear. Graduate and professional students account for more than 25% of the student community at the U,
yet their unique needs and concerns are not formally addressed by any University-wide assembly.
Although ASUU is a formally approved, campus-wide forum for student participation in shared
governance, it is almost exclusively focused on undergraduate issues and does not provide a
representative forum for addressing the unique concerns and needs of the graduate and professional
student body. Consequently, a substantial fraction of the student community is not consulted or kept
aware of the implications of policy and financial decisions at the University. In the same vein, graduate
and professional students do not have a forum for initiating campus-wide advocacy of graduate and
professional student needs. For example, during 2017 students encountered difficulty in establishing
campus-wide dialogues regarding potential changes in federal income tax law and immigration policies.
We further note that the University of Utah is the only PAC-12 University which does not have a graduate

representation in university governance through a formal body such as a Graduate Assembly.

The formation of a Graduate Assembly at the University will provide graduate and professional students
at the University with opportunities for the development of broader skills, including effective verbal and
written communication skills, collaborative work skills, team-building and team management skills, and
policy analysis and policy writing skills; further, it will provide students with public outreach, public
education, and leadership experience. The National Science Foundation and the Council of Graduate
Schools have established the development of these types of broader skills as essential learning outcomes

in graduate and professional education.
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We seek the assistance of the Academic Senate in the formation of a campus-wide Graduate Assembly to
provide a formal mechanism for consultation with faculty and administration on ongoing policy and
financial decisions. We also seek to establish the Graduate Assembly as a forum for graduate students to
advocate for the unique needs of graduate and professional students and to participate in the shared
governance of the University. The Graduate Assembly should also incorporate the possibility for
additional service to graduate students, such as building social networking and mentoring support for
graduate students across campus. It should also serve as an open forum to engage in discussion of
statewide and national issues regarding the importance of graduate education in the local, national, and
international communities. The Graduate Assembly will advocate for continuous improvement of
graduate and professional education at the U, and will work with faculty and administration to fulfill the

University's mission.

We propose the formal definition of the Graduate Assembly, including membership, structure, and

mission be incorporated into University policy.

Additionally, to ensure that the committee is representing a diverse set of needs and solutions, we

propose that the committee should be composed of the following.

1. A designee of The Graduate School;

2. A designee from the Office for Equity and Diversity;

3. A designee from the International Student and Scholar Services office;

4. Two (2) Directors of Graduate Studies from two different colleges, at least one of which must come
from outside of the Law, Medical, or Dental schools (ideally one from a STEM department and one
that is not STEM);

5. Four (4) currently enrolled and attending graduate students from four different colleges, at least
two of which must come from outside of the Law, Medical, or Dental schools (ideally evenly
balanced between STEM and non-STEM)

6. Additional members as the committee or Academic Senate sees fit.

We ask that the ad hoc committee review similar Graduate Assemblies at PAC-12 and Big-10 Universities,
and establish an Graduate Assembly at the University of Utah which is responsive to the unique needs
and diversity of our graduate and professional student community. We anticipate that with the approval
of this petition, the Graduate Student community will self-organize to select a representative body of
students who will participate in establishing the vision and policy of the Graduate Assembly in

consultation with the Academic Senate and with administration.

We ask that the ad hoc committee be formed immediately so that the definition and establishment of the
Graduate Assembly proceed as soon as possible. We request that the committee should publish and

present its recommendations to the Academic Senate no later than December 31, 2018 in order for the
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Assembly to be fully running for the 2019-2020 academic year.

We, the undersigned faculty and students, endorse the above petition and look forward to working with

the Academic Senate to form a Graduate Assembly at the University of Utah.

Devon Cantwell, Graduate Student

Thomas Brussel, Graduate Student

Paul Bergeron, Graduate Student

David Kieda, Graduate School Dean & Astronomy Professor
The Graduate Council

Zach Berger, ASUU Student Body President

To show your support for this petition, add your name to the list of those endorsing the creation of a
Graduate Assembly at the University of Utah. The petition can be found by clicking this link.
(http://gradschool.utah.edu/add-your-name-to-the-graduate-assembly-petition/)

Signers

GRADUATE STUDENTS

Kylee Ehmann

Cassandra Fuentes

Gardner Seawright

Gabriel Pleitas

Lara Rheinemann

Marsha Maxwell, Graduate Teaching Assistant
Jessica Awtrey

Derek Higgs

Candace Horne

Amanda Jean Babcock

Felicia Sumsion

Chinmay Verma, Graduate Research Assistant
Diana Askings

Kahea Clark

Lauren M Perez

Nicholas Warren

Nicole Fisher, Clinical Research Coordinator in Psychiatry and Graduate Student in Family & Consumer
Studies

Adrienne Andrews
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Vidhi Zala
Radison Parry
Andrew Simonson
Jennifer Mabey
David Shirley
Racheal Clark
Magenta Silberman
Isaac Brown
Joachim Meyer
David DeFranza
Sabrina McNew
Jacob Garrett
Allison Blumling
Charles M Turner
Sherrie Loewen
Rebecca Andlauer
Paul Geimer
Michael Foist
Oscar Mejia
Wade Horbinski
Manusheela Pokharel, Doctoral Candidate
Euni Kim
Kourtney Maison
Robert Greenhalgh
Benjamin Breeden
Yvonne Clark
Dakota Park-Ozee
Peyton Russelburg
Derek Stark
Jacob Cooper
Taylor Johnson
Cameron Marlow
Peter Stevenson
Lindsey Reader
Crystal Tulley-Cordova
Nicole Zenes

Andre Kurlovs
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Anna Vickrey
Alexander Bradshaw, Graduate student
Alison Yeh Cheung
Diana Zulli, Doctoral Candidate
Sheri Motamedi
Michael Newbold
Shelley Reich
Karen Kierstead
Zachary Stickney
Kelly Kerr
Kevin Davenport, Graduate Research Assistant
Emiko Waight
Matthew Groesbeck
Tess Stapleton
Rodolfo da Silva Probst
Lauren Simonsen, PhD Candidate
Jewell Lund
Hunter Hill
Katherine Noble
Austin Green, PhD Biology
Matthew Cornachione
Ryan LeVon
Wen Jin
Nathan Gundlach
Greg Furlich, Department of Physics and Astronomy GSAC Chair
Sasha Moonitz
Annie Putman
Benjamin Marconi
Brandon Stevenson
Robert Prestgard-Duke
Christopher Bradbury
Lindsey Beecher
Danny Powell, research assistant
Casey Hawkins
Megan Bornstein
Stefano Filipazzi

Kevin Schlenker
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Kaylee Jones, Lab Manager
Fang Wang
Dan Patterson
Paul Bergeron
Samuel Redstone
Megan Browning
Pavithra Naullage
Jason Sorensen, Research Assistant
Thomas Brussel
Robert A. Rogers, GRA
Victoria Russell
Ajara A. Rahman
Roland Jones
Christine Nervig
Joao C Luna Gonzalez
Andrea Chica
Riley Finnnegan
Jeremiah Bernau
Grant Rea-Downing
Kendall FitzGerald
Nadia Mahallati
Xiaolei TU
Elizabeth Berg
Alex Lovell
Chris Jensen
Stephen Michael Christian
Karolyn Campbell, Teaching Assistant
Devon Cantwell
Aaron Beasley
Adam Halstrom
Adam Weinstein
Ahmad Talaei, Graduate Research Assistant
Alen Hamza
Ali Wolpern
Amir Yazdani, Research Assistant
Anna Romanov

Benjamin Blackhurst
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Brandon Bowen
Brooke Stanislawski
Carl Herriott
Cedric Shaskey
Ceridwen Hall
Charissa Che
Chee Han Tan
Christina C. Omlie
Christine Allen
Christopher Miles
Christopher Thornton
CK Miller
Claire Schirle
Curtis Miller
Dale Forrister
Dalles Keyes
David Proffitt
Dimitri Kokoromytis
Eleanor Gilmore-Szott
Eric BlixEnglish, PhD Student

Fateme Esmailie, PhD candidate

George Domat

Hanna Astephan
Hannah Hoganson
Jacqueline Balderrama
Jacqueline Strenio
Jessica Bergamino
Jinya Yin

Joseph Petersen

Joshua Heyer

Justin G. Whitney, Teachers Assistant

Kaila Leavitt
Kendall McMillan
Kevin Bawden
Kevin Priest
Kiarash Samsami

Kyle Barrett
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Lukas Gabert
Maria Alberto
Mat Sillito
Matthew Heimburger
Michael Beeman, Graduate Student Researcher
Mitchell Meyer
Mohammad Ghashami
Mohammad Homayounpour
Molly Gaudry
Nathan Porter
Nipun Gunawardena
Noam Dorr
Robert Kennedy
Sabine Lang
Sarah Bang
Savannah Manwill, Academic Program Manager
Stephanie Pirsig
Stephanie Quinn
Steven Lizotte, Research Assistant
Taylor McCorkle
Tiancheng Xue
Tiffany Parkin
Tyler Johnson
Udayan Ghosh, PhD. Student

FACULTY & POSTDOCS

Julie Wambaugh, Professor

Bill Hesterly

Charlene R. Weir, Professor, Department of Biomedical Informatics
Diana Brixner

Kristin G. Cloyes, Assistant Dean of the PhD Program, College of Nursing
Melonie B. Murray, Associate Professor

Grzegorz Bulaj

Christina Gringeri, Ph.D. Director, Professor

Carl Thummel, Professor of Human Genetics

Robert Kraemer, Associate Professor

Isabel Dulfano
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Cathleen Zick
Laura Kessler, Professor
Philip Dennison, Director of Graduate Studies, Geography
V. Kim Martinez Department of Art & Art History, Professor Painting &amp; Drawing, Studio Graduate
Director
Rebecca Utz, Associate Professor
Maureen Murtaugh, Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Epidemiology and Director of
Graduate Studies, Population Health Sciences
Paul D. Brooks
Robert N. Mayer
Winston Kyan, Assistant Professor
Richard Dorskyco, Director, Interdepartmental Neuroscience PhD Program; Professor, Department of
Neurobiology &amp; Anatomy
Lela Graybill
Robert Hitchcock
Susan Johnston, Professor and Department Chair
Diana Wilkins, Professor
Kimberley Mangun
Avery Holton
Joshua P. Ewalt
James Anderson, Director
Kent Ono, Professor
Clayton Williams, Professor
Kevin CoeAssociate Professor of Communication
Christoph Boehme, Professor
Harold H. Wolf, Professor Emeritus - Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology
Anne Kirby
Eugene Mishchenko, Professor
Carleton DeTar, Professor
Donald H. Feener Jr., Professor of Biology &amp; Director of Graduate Studies
Valeria Molinero, Professor
David Moody
Connie Wilkerson, Director of Graduate Studies, Film &amp; Media Arts Department
Katharine Ullman, Associate Dean
Edmund Fong
Caroline Saouma

Andrew Roberts
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John Conboy, Professor
Jon Rainier, Professor
Shelley Minteer
Joel M. Harris
Vahe Bandarian
Lorie Richards, Chair and Associate Professor
M. Pollie Price, Associate Professor
Steven Johnston, Professor, Department of Political Science
Philip Moos, Associate Professor
Mark Button, Professor and Chair, Department of Political Science
Brent Steele, Francis D Wormuth Presidential Chair and Director of Graduate Studies, Political Science
Jim Sibthorp, professor
Josh Mueller, Postdoc
Derek Mallia, Postdoc
Andrew Franta, Associate Professor
Codrina Rada, Department of Economics, Director of Graduate Studies
David Blair
Diana Leong
Eric Hutton, Associate Professor of Philosophy
J. Steven Ott, Professor
Jay Jordan, Associate Professor and Chair, Writing &amp; Rhetoric Studies
Jennifer Shumaker-Parry, Professor
John Horel, Professor
John Lin, Associate Professor
Joy Pierce
Lis Pankl
Matthew Basso, Associate Professor, History and Gender Studies, and Director of Graduate Studies,
History
Scott Black, Professor
Sheryl Scott, Professor, Associate Chair and Director of Graduate Studies

Vincent P Pecora, Gordon B Hinckley Presidential Chair of British Studies

STAFF

Michelle Brooks, Academic Advisor
Barbara Saffel, Academic Program Manager
Dalynn Berglund, Admin Mgr

John Bolke, Graduate Coordinator
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Andrea Moss, Program Manager
Terri Elder-Hale, Academic Program Manager
Anne McMurtrey, Writing Center Director
Cory Pike, Graduate Advisor
Frances N. Harris, Staff Psychologist
Jolyn Schleiffarth\
Mark Fehlberg, Graduate Academic Advisor
Nicole Cheleste Caldwell, Academic Administrator
Ruben Rocha, Academic Program Manager
Ryleigh Moore, Applied math PhD student

Shawna Webster, Associate Director for Student Affairs, College of Pharmacy

ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES

Clint Stevens

ANDY BAYARDO

Rylee Cardon

Teddy Anderson

Greg Spencer Undergraduate

Maile Marriott, Undergrad

David Jenkins

Rebecca Hardenbrook, Current Undergraduate Student/Researcher, Future Graduate Student
Jason Jordan, ABD Graduate Student, and Assistant Professor - Lecturer
Braxton Winterton

Thulasi Seshan, Undergraduate Student

Sydney Duncan, Undergrad Graduate

Sara Jane Webster

Amber Wallace

Erin Olson, Undergraduate Student

Miranda Hughes, Alumni
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