








































 

 

 

January 6, 2018 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
This letter is in support of the proposed doctoral program in Human Development and Social Policy 
(HDSP) in the Department of Family and Consumer Studies at the University of Utah. I am a 
professor and department chair of the Department of Family and Consumer Studies. This proposal 
is the result of careful deliberation, and outside recommendations to move forward on a doctoral 
program at this time.  The possibility of a doctoral program has been routinely suggested by outside 
reviewers across past graduate departmental reviews as a beneficial move for our department.  
The interdisciplinary program we propose will have important benefits to the scholarly productivity 
of our faculty and serve a need for students in both inside and outside of the state.   
 

The HDSP doctoral program will prepare students to conduct research to examine and to address 
pressing issues that affect the attainment of human potential and optimal health and well-being. 
Graduates will receive advanced training that links the insights of multiple disciplines in the social 
sciences with the tools of public policy and evaluation.  This will allow them to teach as well as 
conduct research in academic and nonacademic settings, and to occupy strategic positions in 
government and non-government agencies where policies are developed, implemented and 
evaluated. A special focus of the program will be to place graduates in applied research and policy 
settings. 
 
The program will rest on the twin pillars of human development and social policy.  The doctoral 
degree would be structured around courses that reflect advanced topics which build on the current 
Masters curriculum. Additional coursework would include offerings in advanced research methods 
and statistics.  A key component of this program is that students will choose coursework in two areas 
of disciplinary specialty.  This innovation would enable to blend together traditional disciplinary areas 
within the social science in a novel and individualized way that would better prepare them to tackle 
emerging social issues that exist at the intersection of disciplinary areas.   
 
I offer my full support for this program.  In my role as department chair, I am prepared to support the 
program in every way I am able.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lori Kowaleski-Jones 

 

Lori Kowaleski-Jones 
 

Department of Family and Consumer Studies 
 

College of Social and Behavioral Science 225 South 1400 
East, Room 228 University of Utah 

Salt Lake City, UT 84112 (801) 581-7847 
FAX: (801) 581-5156 



 

Department of Economics 

332 South 1400 East, Rm 222 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112 

801-581-7481 

FAX 801-585-5649 

 

 
 
 
 
8/22/17 
 
Dear Professors Fan and Kowaleski‐Jones, 
 
  It is my pleasure to provide our endorsement to this important PhD initiative in Family and 
Consumer Studies.    I have reviewed the proposal, along with our Graduate Advisor as well as our 
former Chair, and we believe that there is substantial merit to the program, which fills an important 
niche in the College and also innovatively cobbles together current courses from several departments.   
It contains an interdisciplinary character, while retaining an important thematic unity.   
 
  I understand that the PhD class is projected to hover around five per year, and we will be able to 
meet that need in the proposed course offerings in economics.   While the current program makes 
eminent sense, I believe that further consideration be given to offerings at the 7000 level in Economics 
where logical, as that is the traditional PhD‐level course offering in the department.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Norman J Waitzman, PhD 
Professor and Chair, Economics 
University of Utah     

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112 
 
August 8, 2017 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing in support of the proposal for a Ph.D. in Human Development and Social Policy 
(HDSP) being presented by the Department of Family and Consumer Studies College of Social 
and Behavioral Science.  The program is interdisciplinary and includes collaborations across the 
College of Social and Behavioral Science including our department of Geography. 
 
We are committed to providing the coursework indicated in the proposal, GEOG 6150 (Spatial 
Data Design for GIS), GEOG 6160 (Spatial Modeling with GIS), and GEOG 6000 (Advanced 
Geographical Data Analysis).  These courses are important to our curriculum and are offered on 
a regular basis. 
 
I believe that this program will prepare students for research and policy analysis on issues related 
to human development and family well-being in academic and private sectors.  I think this is 
being proposed in a very collegial, collaborative fashion.  I also think that there is going to be a 
lot of opportunity for collaboration and synergy among the participating departments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Andrea Brunelle 
Professor and Chair 
 

 
 

Department of Geography 
332 S 1400 E, Rm. 217 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112 
(801) 581-8218 

FAX (801) 581-8219 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Department	of	Political	Science	~	Bldg.	73,	Room	223	~	332	S	1400	E	~	Salt	Lake	City,	UT	84112	~	801‐581‐7031 

August	23,	2017	

Lori	Kowaleski‐Jones,	Ph.D.	

Professor	and	Chair	

Department	of	Family	and	Consumer	Studies	

University	of	Utah	College	of	Social	and	Behavioral	Sciences	

	

Dear	Professor	Kowaleski‐Jones:	

I	write	to	offer	my	support	for	the	proposed	doctoral	degree	program	in	Human	
Development	and	Social	Policy	(HDSP)	within	the	Department	of	Family	and	Consumer	
Studies.			

In	my	view,	the	HDSP	doctoral	program	will	be	a	welcome	new	addition	to	the	College	of	
Social	and	Behavioral	Science	and	the	University	of	Utah	more	widely.		The	aims	of	the	
HDSP	program	are	vital	ones	for	our	times:	to	prepare	advanced	PhD	students	to	address	
the	multifaceted	issues	that	affect	the	development	and	fulfillment	of	human	potential	and	
overall	physical,	psychological,	social,	and	economic	well‐being.		I	am	especially	pleased	to	
see	the	care	that	has	gone	into	designing	this	proposed	degree	and	the	way	that	it	both	
leverages	existing	interdisciplinary	strengths	within	the	College	of	Social	Science	and	seeks	
to	bolster	these	areas	of	excellence	within	our	university.		The	HSDP	program	in	FCS	is	
distinct	from	other	rival	programs	in	the	state	through	its	social	policy	and	research	focus	
and	will	make	a	unique	contribution	in	the	educational	and	career	opportunities	of	our	
students.		I	am	also	excited	about	the	possibilities	for	even	greater	research	collaborations	
and	doctoral	training	between	the	academic	units	that	have	pledged	to	support	this	new	
program.					

The	Political	Science	Department	is	fully	prepared	to	be	an	active	curriculum	and	research	
partner	in	the	HDSP	program	and	I	look	forward	to	seeing	this	program	flourish	at	the	
University	of	Utah.			

Sincerely,	

	

Mark	Button	

Professor	and	Chair	

Department	of	Political	Science	







 
 

Department of Psychology 
380 S. 1530 E. Rm 502 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112 
p: (801) 581-6124  |  f: (801) 581-5841 

 

 

August 25, 2017 

 

Lori Kowaleski-Jones, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair 

Department of Family and Consumer Studies 

University of Utah College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 

CAMPUS 

 

Re: Proposed PhD program in Human Development and Social Policy 

 

Dear Lori: 

 

On behalf of the department of Psychology and its graduate program in developmental 

psychology, I am pleased to offer support for the creation of a PhD program in Human 

Development and Social Policy (HDSP). This exciting multi-disciplinary program fills a gap in 

bridging the science of human development with training in both research methods and policy 

analysis. 

 

The proposal calls for students in the new program to take a minimum of nine units in each of 

two specializations, one of which is comprised of multiple graduate courses from our 

developmental psychology PhD program.  I was pleased to learn from you that there will be 

considerable flexibility in the timing of completion of specific courses for students who elect to 

take the psychology courses as part of their program of study, as we are able to offer the courses 

listed approximately every other year. 

 

I believe that the proposed program will be valuable both to the University community and to the 

surrounding community, as you will be training graduates to work in research, policy, and 

advocacy settings in complex areas that require advanced training in multiple fields. Further, I 

believe that this program will provide further opportunities for collaboration and synergy 

between our departments and with other faculty and students involved in the Consortium for 

Families and Health Research. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Lisa G. Aspinwall, PhD 

Professor & Chair 

 

 



 
 

Public Affairs Programs 
College of Social and Behavior Science 

 

332 South 1400 East, Rm 236, Salt Lake City, Utah 84112   OFFICE (801) 585-7958   FAX (801) 587-7861 

 

 
Lori Kowaleski-Jones, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Family and Consumer Studies 
University of Utah College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
 
January 3, 2018 
 
Dear Professor Kowaleski-Jones, 
 
I write this letter in full support of the proposed doctoral degree program in Human 
Development and Social Policy (HDSP) within the Department of Family and Consumer Studies.   
The HDSP doctoral program will make a great contribution to the College of Social and 
Behavioral Science and the University of Utah more widely. I am certain that it will attract and 
provide a very talented pool of graduate students that will have access to excellent mentorship 
and teaching in your department. As you are well aware there are many interdisciplinary 
research programs and projects underway in our College and at the University as a whole. In fact 
more and more team based and collaborative research ventures across disciplines are the way 
to go and to get funding. Your PhD students in Human Development and Social Policy are exactly 
the kinds of future collaborators and researchers that we should prioritize investing in. I know 
that you have a lot of experience guiding graduate students through multi-method training and 
that you engage graduate students in your own research frequently. I am excited to see you 
raise your own cadre of PhD students together with your outstanding colleagues in the 
Department of Family and Consumer Studies. I would consider it an honor to work with you on 
this in any supportive capacity that I may and would love to see your PhD student participate in 
my own and my colleagues’ research, teaching and training. I will keep you and the new PhD 
student resources in mind as I plan new grant applications, course offerings and mentoring 
opportunities. I know you will do the same in terms of our Public Affairs Program students. 
 
As a faculty member and academic leader to three graduate programs I am excited to 
collaborate with you, FCS and the new HDSP PhD students. We are ready to support your efforts 
in any way we can in terms of course offerings, research participation and other opportunities 
for joint work. We look forward to seeing this program flourish at the University of Utah.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lina Svedin 
Director, Public Affairs Programs 

 



 

 

 
August 8, 2017 
 
Lori Kowaleski-Jones, Ph.D. 
Professor and Chair 
Department of Family and Consumer Studies 
University of Utah College of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
225 S 1400 E AEB 228 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112-0080 
 
Dear Professor Kowaleski-Jones, 
 
On behalf of the Department of Sociology and its graduate program in Population and Health at the 
University of Utah, I offer support for the creation of a PhD program in Human Development and 
Social Policy (HDSP) in the Department of Family and Consumer Studies (FCS).  
 
I have reviewed your concept proposal, which proposes a PhD program in HDSP. I understand that 
the program is interdisciplinary in nature and involves collaboration with other CSBS departments, 
including our department. We have a strong presence of faculty in sociology who teach and conduct 
research on population and health topics and can provide the curriculum support as stated in your 
proposal. I am convinced that your proposed PhD program will be valuable to the university 
community and to social science knowledge building in general, and that our proposed program will 
provide further opportunities for collaboration and synergy between our departments.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Ming Wen 
Professor & Chair 
 




