




















ttTHE

UNIVERSITY
OF UTAH

December t2,20L6

To Whom lt May Concern;

I am writing in support of the new emphasis in Anatomy & Physiology (A&P) being
proposed for the Biology B.A and B.S. Degrees. Dozens of students have utilized the Bachelor of
University Studies Program (B.U.S.) over the last six years to complete an undergraduate degree
in A&P; the vast majority of those students have gone on to graduate school. There are
presently thirteen declared B.U.S. - A&P majors. lnvariably, these students are interested in
pursuing graduate degrees and careers in the health services: Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry,
Physical Therapy and the like, and they are not necessarily interested in a Biology degree per se.
So, the proposed emphasis will certainly not satisfy every student interested in A&P. However,
for those Biology majors who also do have interests in A&P, being able to have this emphasis
area listed on their transcripts should be an attractíve and popular option. And all things
considered, students are better served by the mechanisms and resources of an academic
department - in particular, a knowledgeable and dedicated advising staff - than they are by the
B.U.S. program, which is neither intended nor designed to have lots of students doing quite
similar degree programs.

The programs of study for the typical B.U.S. - A&P major include a lot of Biology courses,
but they leave out a handful of the core Biology major requirements. lnstead, they include
several upper-division Biology electives, as well as an Organic Chemistry sequence and some
upper-division Physics and Anthropology classes. Because it would be quite difficult for a

student to complete in four years such a full-blown A&P curriculum in conjunction with the
requirements of a Bíology major, those students desiring the proposed A&P emphasis in Biology
will need to carefully consider and balance curricular breadth with time to graduation, and so
will need to work closely with the undergraduate advisor in Biology.

ln any case, having A&P emphasis as an option for Biology students should satisfy the
needs of some students whose only other route to date has been via the B.U.S. program.

Sincerely,

Ed rbanell, D.

Director, Bachelor of University Studies Program

Office of Undergraduate Studies
Univers¡ty of Utah

195 S Centra¡ Campus Dr
Salt Lake City, UT 84112-0511

(801) 58'1-381 1

FAX (801) 585-3s81
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December	12,	2016	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern,		
	
I	am	writing	in	strong	support	of	the	proposed	Anatomy	&	Physiology	emphasis	in	
Biology.	 	 	 This	 emphasis	 is	 designed	 to	 assist	 students	 with	 career	 interests	 in	
health-related	 fields,	 and	especially	 interest	 in	medical	 or	 dental	 school.	 	 These	
students	 find	 it	 challenging	 to	 navigate	 the	 requirement	 for	 a	 Biology	 degree	
while	also	emphasizing	coursework	that	specifically	prepares	them	for	a	future	in	
the	health	 care	 industry.	 	 The	 emphasis	 addresses	 this	 challenge	by	 assembling	
lists	of	the	most	relevant	courses,	and	a	pathway	to	completion	of	the	degree	in	
four	years.		The	emphasis	will	also	help	the	students	by	highlighting	their	focus	in	
this	area.	
	
This	proposal	has	been	approved	by	both	 the	Biology	Executive	Committee	and	
the	Faculty,	where	it	received	unanimous	support.			
	
The	 documents	 that	 accompany	 the	 emphasis	 request	 includes	 the	 expected	
learning	outcomes	for	the	required	courses.		Note	that	all	the	courses	included	in	
the	 emphasis	 use	 courses	 that	 are	 currently	 taught,	 and	 so	 no	 new	 resources,	
new	space,	or	new	courses	are	required.	
	
	
Sincerely,		

	
Denise	Dearing	
Distinguished	Professor	and	Chair	
Department	of	Biology	
University	of	Utah	
	


