Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies, Lang 2010
Fall 2015: T/Th  12:25-1:45, BUC 203, Professor Jerry Root
“The Odyssey of Literature”
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Odysseus and the Sirens
Attic red figure stamnos
c. 480 BC

This course will focus on the great literary character, Odysseus (Ulysses).  It will also focus on Odysseus as a figure, an image or metaphor for the journeys that literature and representation more broadly make possible.  Our base will be the first great literary journey, Homer’s Odyssey.  We will then follow many of the permutations the Odyssey takes as it is (re)presented in subsequent texts like Virgil’s Aeneid and Dante’s Inferno and more recently in films like the Coen Brothers’ O Brother Where Art Thou? and Stanley Kubric’s 2001 A Space Odyssey.  
This course will introduce students in a practical way to the study of literature and culture.  We will focus mainly on close textual analysis and the key words and concepts of such analysis.  We will experiment with various approaches to reading that allow us to make sense of texts, to understand and appreciate them, to see how they fit into and work off literary traditions.  We will read, talk about how we read, and practice reading together.  We will also write about the texts we’ve read and practice ways to communicate persuasively our experience of these texts.  The class will focus on practicing interpretation of texts and will therefore operate frequently like a workshop with lots of student group work and discussion.
The grade of the class will be based on group work and participation, quizzes, and papers.  To see how brave Ulysses finds tiny purple fishes and ends up in London in 1967, go here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BGlFsf9DM8
Reading materials:  

Two books are required and should be available at the bookstore:

(1) Homer. The Odyssey. London: Penguin.  ISBN 9780140449112

(2) Virgil. The Aeneid. New York: Bantam. ISBN 055321046

The shorter texts will be available through the course website on Canvas.

Films are a bit up in the air. They should be available streamed, but there are some copyright issues. I will inform the class of their status as soon as I know it.

