MOLES for Each Question Type
	Effectiveness Questions 
	Prevention Questions 
	Risk/Prognosis Questions 
	Assessment Questions 
	Description Questions 
	Syntheses of Studies ( 

	Random* 
OR 
Controlled Clinical trial* 
OR 
Control group* 
OR 
Evaluation stud* 
OR 
Study design 
OR 
Statistical* Significan* 
OR 
Double-blind 
OR 
Placebo 
OR 
RCT

n.b. if too many hits for random* insert random* assign* OR random* control* trial* 
	(Random* 
OR 
Controlled Clinical trial* 
OR 
Control Group* 
OR 
Evaluation Stud* 
OR 
Study Design 
OR 
Statistical* Significan* 
OR 
Double Blind 
OR 
Placebo) 
OR 
RCT)

AND 

Prevent* 
	(Risk Assessment 
OR 
Predictive Validity 
OR 
Predictive Value 
OR
Receiver Operat* 
OR 
ROC 
OR 
Sensitivity 
OR 
Specificity 
OR 
False positive* 
OR 
False negative* 
OR 
Prognos*) 

AND 

Predict* 
	(inter-rater 
OR 
Inter-observer 
OR 
True positive* 
OR 
Specificity 
OR 
False Positive* 
OR 
False negative* 
OR 
Sensitivity 
OR 
predict* 
OR 
Receiver operat* 
OR 
ROC) 

AND 

(assess* 
OR 
diagnos*)
	(Random* Select* 
OR 
Survey 
OR 
Representative Sample) 

AND 

(Client satisfaction 
OR 
Patient satisfaction 
OR 
Needs assessment) 

n.b. for Qualitative Studies use these:

Qualitative Study OR 
Qualitative Analysis OR 
Content Analysis OR 
In Depth Interview* OR
In-Depth Interview* OR 
Participant Observation OR 
Focus Group*
	meta-anal* 
OR 
meta anal* 
OR 
metaanal* 
OR 
Systematic Review* 
OR 
synthesis of studies 
OR 
Study Synthesis 
OR
Metasynthesis
OR 
Meta-synthesis OR
meta synthesis

	Suggestions: The MOLES appear in rough descending order of their utility; so you might start with those at the top and, if you find few references, add more MOLEs downwardly with the OR command to enlarge the MOLES set. Also, some of the columns at their bottom include another set connected by the AND command. These additional terms generally mark the topic for their respective question type. MOLES reflect my search experience, ideas from Gibbs (1991), and ideas in McKibbon, Eady and Marks’s (1999). PDQ Evidence-based principles and practice Hamilton: B.C. Decker, also suggestions from Aron Shlonsky, School of Social Work, University of Toronto, Canada. An Stanley McCracken of the University of Chicago. An earlier version of this list was published in Gibbs, L. (2003). Evidence-based practice for the helping professions. Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole Thomson Learning


*This symbol may vary with the database. It means all words with the same root (e.g. randomly, randomized, random). In MEDLINE this term is a $.

