General Suggestions for Searching
Always remember that the point of a search is to get an accurate answer. One cannot get an accurate answer if one looks only for evidence that confirms a given position. Resolve to look just as diligently for disconfirming evidence as for confirming evidence.
As you examine what you have found, you might address the following questions:
· Did your search strategy convey the master concept and related concepts accurately? If not, revise your search terms.
· Did your search logic limit your search so severely that you net few useful sources? If so, try searching each set of concepts before connecting them by AND.
· Did your strategy miss a useful database? If this might be so, try looking at our web site’s database grid again, or try to gain access to databases that are not free on our web site.
· Do records retrieved apply to your clients by client type, action you might take, alternate course of action, and intended result? If not, specify these variables more accurately.
· Have you addressed all of these questions and still found nothing of use to guide your practice? Then sufficient evidence may simply not exist to guide you at this time. 
· You can obtain full text of documents through a university’s inter-library loan department, or through fax from some databases.
Some Problems and Ways to Counter Them 
	Problem 
	Suggested Countermeasure

	Too Few References? 
	Select search terms that more accurately delineate the topic.

	
	Select a better database.

	
	Examine the search history to see that terms were not combined with AND too soon.

	Too Many References? 
	Combine the best search terms with AND.

	
	Apply methodological location terms combined with AND.

	
	Pick the one search term most specific to the topic.

	
	Use systematic review search terms. 

	Irrelevant References? 
	Select search terms that more accurately delineate the topic. 

	
	Consult the database’s thesaurus

	Not Satisfied? 
	Consult a reference librarian who understands methodological location and evidence-based practice searches. 

	Still Not Satisfied? 
	Admit to yourself, to your colleagues, and to your clients that empirical evidence is slim. 


