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1. Enter PICO question on Search Form.

2. Find synonyms for Population, Problem, Intervention, Comparison, Outcome.

3. Using EBSCO, select databases appropriate for your search.

4. Using the advanced search feature, conduct separate searches for each of above, using “OR” with synonyms. Check for number of hits for each search and revise as necessary.
5. Using the search history feature, combine PICO searches, using “And.”

a. Make note of the number of hits.  

b. Revise the searches combined, if necessary.

6. Use methodological locator terms, first for systematic reviews.  

a. Using search history, combine the final PICO search with the systematic reviews search.

b. If productive, use the search results to scan titles and abstracts to determine appropriateness for PICO question.

7. If you don’t find an appropriate systematic review, use effectiveness locator terms for either interventions or prevention programs.
a. Using search history, combine the final PICO search with the primary studies search.

b. If productive, use the search results to scan titles and abstracts to determine appropriateness for PICO question.

8. If you fail to find a study, go back to start, seek ideas from others, consult handout on search revisions to expand search.

